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In the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, Jesse Owens was consideecdvorite in the
broad jump. The previous year he had set the record 0f126"8 However on his first
two attempts he stepped on the foul line. He sat dejetiedooked up and saw the tall,
blonde blue-eyed German broad jumper. Owens knew ofdhes [dxtreme desire to
show Aryan superiority especially against a black athletevaas nervous about the
coming encounter.

The man introduced himself as Luz Long. "You should betaldgalify with
your eyes closed!" he said to Owens. For the nexinflements the black son of a
sharecropper and the white model of Nazi manhood chatteeh Oong made a
suggestion. Since the qualifying distance was only 23 fedf, iches, why not make a
mark several inches before the takeoff board and jumptihere, just to play it safe?

Owens did and qualified easily. In the finals Owens beay and every one
else, setting an Olympic record and taking home his sexfoiodir golds. The first
person to congratulate him was Luz Long- in full view of Adibtler. Owens never
again saw Long, who was killed in WWII. He later wrdtéou could melt down all the
medals and cups | have and they wouldn't be a plattiigeo®4-carat friendship | felt
for Luz Long."

Friendship.

David and Jonathon had a 24-carat friendship. After Dalletlioliath and
reported to Saul the text says, "When David had finished spe&kiSaul, the soul of
Jonathon was bound to the soul of David, and Jonathod luweas his own soul."

Later it says that David loved Jonathon as he lovedwislife. They became more than
brothers. They even made an eternal covenanteaith other saying, "The Lord shall be
between me and you, and between my descendents andegmendents, forever."

What a deep friendship they had?? What makes thatrorship even more
amazing is that Jonathon's father Saul was attemptikit) @avid because he believed
David to be a threat to his crown. A 24-carat friendship.

In our text today we see the depth of David's grief dieslain friend. David
has essentially set a eulogy to song. He eulogizésS3ail and Jonathon, but as the
song goes on we see the debt of his love for Jonatldomathon lies slain upon your
high places; | am distressed for you, my brother Jomatery pleasant have you been to
me; your love to me was extraordinary, surpassing thedbwemen."

We have such a distorted view of love today thath&isl to understand what this
love is about, especially because it is between tew. nit almost sounds like David is



grieving the death of a lover or a spouse. But let me sttgesve so confuse intimate
love with sex that it is hard for us today to have tand deep intimacy in our friendships,
our non-sexual relationships.

Perhaps Eugene Peterson's translation is more hélpfaly dear brother
Jonathon, I'm crushed by your death. Your friendship wasezlerwonder, love far
exceeding anything I've known- or ever hope to know."

What David and Jonathon had was true and deep intimawgir Gond was not
unlike that of a marriage. They made a lifetime commiitrio each other; they even
embraced and kissed each other at one point in the stblough, there was no wedding
ring, they had a 24-carat bond.

In an age where half of all marriages fail, for many®bur friendships are the
most stable and enduring relationships in our lives. Pelieqagise as a society we have
spent so much energy focusing on marriage as the mosttanpeelationship that we
have lost sight of the significance of friendship. iRaes also we have as a society
neglected those who are not married.

What about divorcees, widows, gay men and women, setiwho are simply not
called to a marriage relationship. Does the Lord natstleose relationships? Does God
only bless the relationship of a man and a woman who dexiget married?
| think David and Jonathon give us a clear answer: No. v@asddefinitely blesses
friendships.

In the gospel of Luke there is an interesting discusketween Jesus and the
Sadducees, who were the traditionalists of the Jewigfian of the day. They pose
what they believe is an unanswerable question, "Teabteges wrote for us that if a
man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the shaft marry the widow and
raise up children for his brother. Now there were séwethers; the first married, and
dies childless; then the second and the third marrigdahdrso in the same way all seven
died childless. Finally the woman died. In the resttion, therefore, whose wife will
the woman be?"

Jesus said, "Those who belong to this age marry andvee igi marriage; but
those who are considered worthy of a place in thataden the resurrection from the
dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Indegdddenot die anymore, because
they are like angels and are children of God, being chiloff¢&me resurrection.”

In other words, marriage is not an eternal relationship part of this age. We
will be like angels and children. Now, we don't knowtlengelic relationships. But
we do know about childhood relationships. There is tlaioaship with parents and
other authority figures, sibling relationships, and friendship

| would bet that for some of you, he longest relatigps you have are with
childhood friends. A friendship can be an eternal mtstip. In fact, | believe that God



is preparing us for the kind of relationship that David had datiathon, a deep, intimate,
everlasting, 24-carat relationship.

The relationships that last in our lives are basediendship. We may leave our
jobs and we may never see most of those coworkens, dndiif we have developed a
friendship, then it will last. We may have plenty aflssmates growing up, but when
school's over, we will only keep up with our friends. Way have married the person
will felt the most passionate about, but if we do notedtep a friendship, then when the
passion dies down, it won't last.

Some of you may be familiar with the online friend natkviFace book. Through
Face book have | reconnected with dozens of long lassclates and coworkers? In
some cases we weren't really even friends, but sorieof have become friends now.
If you see someone's profile that you want to be pardorf network you click "Friend
Request." They will get a let message that they baea friend requested and they can
either click on ignore or accept. It's really a pdwetool for maintaining friendships.

This is the amazing message of the Bible. God chooseshis friends. He
friend requests us. The bond of the friendship, that wioddis us together, is our 24-
carat savior, Jesus Christ. He is the face of Gadl tAis Bible is God's face book. It's
God's profile.

One of the wonderful songs we sang at Vacation BBl®ol still rings in my
ear, "Who am | that you are mindful of me, that yoarhee when | call. Is it true that
you are thinking of me, how you love me. It's amazihgm a friend of God...I am a
friend of God. | am a friend of God. You call me "

This is the good news, my friends! Through Christ Godesuiis to be friends.
Christ is at the center of our relationship with Goce dilves us a face. Because of God's
extraordinary love for humanity, he sent his only begatanthat everyone who accepts
his friendship may not perish but may have eternal EHeernal life starts with a
friendship with Jesus Christ. But it doesn't end there.

This new life, the one beginning to emerge in this agelsleis to make friends
with our neighbors. It opens us up to relationship withrstheeep, true, extraordinary,
24-carat friendship. And not just with one person, netewith just a few folks, but
with all the children of God that we meet.

We find that through our relationship with Christ, our cagdor intimacy opens
up in a powerful way. That fear of rejection, and béing begins to fall a way. That
worry of misunderstanding dissolves. That fear ahicatment, of going all in, in
relationship with each other begins to fade. Untilsgday we will be ready, or as ready
as we can be for an everlasting life where the digtdetween you and me, and you and
God becomes nill. The veil of our brokenness and sinfaindkbe lifted and all that
will be left is intimacy. True, deep, abiding, everlagti24-carat friendship.



Make friends. Start meeting your eternal Heaven-mdtegtarts with a single
friendship. God has friend requested you, though Jesust i@aore it. Accept it.



